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What is Citizen Science?

More and more citizens measure, observe, photograph and send data 
to researchers in order to support them in their daily work. 
This form of science where projects are carried out with the help  
of interested citizens is called Citizen Science. 

In order to support Citizen Science the Federal 
Ministry of Education, Science and Research esta-
blished the Austrian Center for Citizen Science at 
the OeAD in 2015. 

As an information and service centre for resear-
chers, citizens and experts from different areas of 
society the centre offers information, guidance 
and networking on Citizen Science, Open Innova-
tion and Responsible Science.

By means of the funding initiative Top Citizen 
Science and the Citizen Science Award the centre 
also supports Austrian research projects and mo-
tivates interested people to take part. 
Information on contact points at research insti-
tutions contributes to better networking among 
Austrian actors.

Funding initiatives

Citizen Science platforms in Austria

The website of the Center for Citizen Science 
offers an overview of Citizen Science, funding 
options, contact points at research institutions 
and schools, events, literature and useful tools. 
There is also www.citizen-science.at, a website 
of the platform »Österreich forscht«. It provides 
a comprehensive overview of Austrian Citizen 
Science projects.

Citizen Science Award

 Within the framework of the Citizen 
Science Award citizens, especially pupils, 
can participate in scientific projects during 
a given period of time once a year and 
win prizes of up to 3,000 euros. These are 
awarded during a festive ceremony.

 There are many different ways to 
participate – e.g. via app, questionnaire, 
e-mail – and many different topics and 
questions in the projects that invite you 
to participate, e.g. How does the Austrian 
landscape change? How many hedgehogs 
are there in Austrian gardens? How can I 
use an online laboratory?

Top Citizen Science 

 The funding initiative Top Citizen 
Science, which is managed by the Federal 
Ministry of Education, Science and 
Research (BMBWF), the Austrian Science 
Fund (FWF) and the OeAD, supports on-
going FWF and Sparkling Science projects 
that are open for broad participation of 
citizens.

 31 Top Citizen Science projects have been 
funded with up to 50,000 euros per appli- 
cation in the course of 3 calls.
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